 AutonomousHacks 2026 
❖Date: 10-11 January 2026
❖Time: 36-hour continuous offline hackathon
❖Location: Silver Oak University, Gandhinagar
❖Total Students: 300+ participants
ABOUT PDEU:
Pandit Deendayal Energy University (PDEU), formerly known as Pandit Deendayal Petroleum University (PDPU), was established by the PDPU Act, 2007; Acts of the Gujarat Legislature and Ordinances promulgated and Regulations made by the Governor, in the State of Gujarat, India. The primary thrust areas for the university are to ensure Energy for All, creating a Larger Social Impact and Prepare the Youth for tomorrow. PDEU has NAAC accreditation with "A++" Grade CGPA of 3.52 out of 4.00 & Graded Autonomy by UGC.
The University addresses the need for trained and specialised human resources for the energy industry worldwide. It intends to expand students' and professionals' opportunities to develop an intellectual knowledge base with leadership skills to compete globally. This objective is being addressed through several specialised and well-planned undergraduate and postgraduate energy education programs and intensive research initiatives, in management, engineering and humanities.
ABOUT PDEU IIC:
PDEU Innovation and Incubation Centre (formerly known as PDPU IIC) is an incubator at PDEU established in 2014. The Centre was formally established in 2017 u/s 8 of The Companies Act, 2013, with a vision to provide state-of-the-art support and service to innovators, technocrats and entrepreneurs who aim to create a social and economic pact in society through innovative solutions to existing problems. The centre acts complementary to the academic and research activities of the University.
PDEU IIC has also been approved to be a “Technology Business Incubator”, a recognition by the Department of Science and Technology, Government of India. It is recognized as a Nodal Institute by the Government of Gujarat. PDEU IIC has incubated 230+ start-ups across 10+ domains and generated more than 400 employment opportunities through start-ups. The IIC Office has a specially designated area of 20,000 sq. ft for the start-ups to work on.
ABOUT SILVER OAK UNIVERSITY:
Silver Oak University (SOU) is a State Private University in Gujarat, established under the Gujarat Private Universities Act, 2009, with its origins in the Silver Oak Group of Institutes founded in 2009. The university has achieved a significant academic milestone by being the youngest university in Ahmedabad and Gujarat to receive NAAC A accreditation, awarded in June 2025 following a rigorous inspection process. Guided by the motto “Gyanam Parmam Bhushanam” (Knowledge is the highest virtue), SOU offers a future-focused academic environment with emphasis on quality education, industry collaboration, skill development, and the holistic growth of students to prepare them as competent professionals and responsible global citizens.
PURPOSE OF THE EVENT:
The event aimed to bring together students and young innovators to collaboratively develop technology-driven solutions for real-world challenges through a 36-hour hackathon format. Organised by GDG Gandhinagar and GDG Cloud Gandhinagar and hosted at Silver Oak University, AutonomousHacks 2026 focused on Swachh Bharat, ESG & Sustainability, and Open Innovation tracks. Participants worked in teams under time constraints, promoting creativity, teamwork, and practical problem solving. With PDEU IIC as the Incubation Partner, the hackathon also provided exposure to innovation support and future incubation opportunities, while strengthening student engagement and socially responsible technological development.
ABOUT THE EVENT: 
AutonomousHacks was a 36-hour Hackathon that brought together more than 300 enthusiastic students, developers, and young innovators under one roof to explore meaningful technological solutions. 
The hackathon focused on 03 key tracks: Swachh Bharat, ESG and Sustainability, and Open Innovation. Participants worked in teams within a fixed time frame to design and develop solutions addressing cleanliness, environmental responsibility, social impact, and emerging technological possibilities. The event encouraged teamwork, creative thinking, and practical problem solving, while the involvement of PDEU IIC as an Incubation Partner provided valuable exposure to innovation support and future incubation opportunities. 
The response to AutonomousHacks 2026 was highly encouraging, with strong participation and active engagement from students, mentors, and organisers throughout the event. The hackathon highlighted the growing interest among young minds in solving socially relevant problems through technology and collaboration. Events of this nature lay a strong foundation for future editions and play an important role in nurturing innovation, strengthening the student community, and promoting sustainable and responsible technological development.
SCHEDULE:
Day 1 – 10 January 2025
08:00 – 10:00 AM → Registration & Breakfast
10:00 – 11:00 AM → Opening Ceremony
11:00 AM → Hackathon Begins
Lunch, snacks, and evening meals served at regular intervals
Overnight → Midnight refreshments, check-ins, progress tracking
Day 2 – 11 January 2025
10:00 AM → Soft Submission Cutoff
11:00 AM → Hard Submission Cutoff (No further coding allowed)
11:00 AM – 02:00 PM → Evaluation (shortlisting based on defined criteria)
02:00 – 04:00 PM → Final Presentations by Shortlisted Teams
04:00 – 05:00 PM → Jury Deliberation
05:00 – 05:30 PM → Awards & Closing Ceremony
(Timings adaptable based on venue constraints)
CONCLUSION:
AutonomousHacks 2026 was a highly successful and impactful 36-hour hackathon, bringing together students, developers, and innovators to tackle real-world challenges. The event fostered a strong spirit of collaboration, creativity, and problem-solving.
Participants focused on solutions aligned with key themes: Swachh Bharat, ESG & Sustainability, and Open Innovation. Beyond technical innovation, the hackathon emphasized socially responsible thinking and the practical application of ideas. Continuous mentoring, evaluations, and presentations ensured high-quality outcomes and meaningful learning for all involved.
The involvement of PDEU IIC as the Incubation Partner was crucial, providing valuable insights into startup support, mentorship, and future incubation opportunities. Overall, AutonomousHacks 2026 strengthened the innovation ecosystem, inspired non-conventional thinking, and established a robust foundation for future editions focused on impactful and sustainable technological development.


