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A Report on
“Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) And IP Management for Start-Ups”
(Academic Session: 2023-24)

Organizing Committee: Institution’s Innovation Council (IIC) Event Coordinator: Dr. Jyotin Kateshia

Event Type (Co-curricular/ Extra-curricular) Co-curricular

Platform A2-305, On campus, Gandhinagar

Date, Time & Place: 25t April 2024 , 12:30 PM to 14:30 PM

Participants from IAR:
Students: 91
4™ Semester Computer Science Students

Event Coordinator: Students  actively

Dr. Jyotin Kateshia, Assistant Professor,

Total Number of participants participated and

DCSE Asked questions.
Event Speaker:
Dr. Vishal Vyas, IPR Expert
(Student attendance sheet attached for
reference in Annexure ‘A’.)
Guest/expert invited NA
Media coverage NA
Link to session on online NA
platform
Payment advice from the NA
Accounts department:
Sponsoring authority Institute of Advanced Research(IAR)
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Brief overview of the Event:

The workshop on "Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) and IP Management for Start-Ups" was
organized as a critical component of the university's entrepreneurship education program.
Recognizing the pivotal role of IP in today's innovation-driven economy, this event aimed to equip
students with essential knowledge for protecting and leveraging their intellectual assets. The
workshop was held in the university's tech auditorium, providing a conducive environment for

learning.

Dr. Vishal Vyas, a distinguished IPR expert with over 3 years of experience in patent law and IP
strategy, led the session. Dr. Vyas, formerly with the World Intellectual Property Organization
(WIPO) and now a partner at a leading IP law firm, brought a wealth of global insights. His expertise
spans various industries, making him particularly well-suited to address the diverse interests of our

student body.

The workshop covered a comprehensive range of topics: types of IP (patents, trademarks, copyrights,
trade secrets), the patenting process, IP valuation, licensing strategies, and enforcement. Dr. Vyas
used case studies from successful startups to illustrate how strategic IP management can drive growth
and attract investment. A unique feature was the IP audit simulation, where students practiced

identifying and protecting IP in hypothetical startup scenarios.
Outcome of the Event:

The event saw an impressive turnout of 91 students, predominantly from Computer Science,
Engineering, and Business programs. This strong attendance reflects growing awareness of IP's
importance in the digital age. Students gained a solid understanding of different IP types and their
applications—for instance, recognizing when to use patents for novel algorithms versus copyrights

for software code.

A key achievement was demystifying the patent process. Many students initially found it daunting,
but Dr. Vyas broke it down into manageable steps, from invention disclosure to maintenance. This

clarity encouraged several Computer Science students to consider patenting their final-year project
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innovations. Engineering students learned how meticulous record-keeping in lab notebooks can

strengthen patent claims.

The section on [P management strategies was particularly impactful. Business students grasped how a
strong IP portfolio can increase a startup's valuation and negotiate power. They learned to view IP not
just as protection, but as a strategic asset for licensing revenue or blocking competitors. Computer
Science students saw the value in provisional patent applications, allowing them to secure early filing

dates while refining their software.
Feedback from Students:

Students found the workshop extremely valuable and eye-opening. Many admitted they previously
saw [P mainly as a legal formality, but now understand its strategic business importance. They
appreciated Dr. Vyas's ability to explain complex concepts in relatable terms, using examples from
tech giants like Apple and Google to illustrate IP's competitive edge. Computer Science students were
particularly engaged by discussions on software patents and open-source licensing. They gained
clarity on what constitutes patentable software and how to balance open collaboration with IP

protection. Several expressed plans to review their project codebases for patentable elements.
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Photographs of “Intellectual Property Rights (IPRs) And IP Management for Start-
Ups”
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Signature Signature
Prof. Anand K. Tiwari Mrs. Bhawna Singh
Dean R & I, DBB, IAR Manager (Startup & Innovation), [AR

(Chairman, IIC, IAR) )
(Event Coordinator)

Signature

Dr. Jyotin Kathesia

Assistant Professor, DCSE,
IAR (Event Coordinator)
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Annexure ‘A’

Attendance on 25t April 2024:
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