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Innovations can be patented provided they are new and non-obvious. The prior art 
refers to the body of knowledge that already exists on a subject. The prior art is  
required for the purpose of accessing novelty and patentability of the innovation. 
Hence, it is important to know and understand prior art to make distinction         
between what is already known and the invention. Inventors perform the basic 
prior art search to see what knowledge already exist  prior to date of invention in 
various form such as patent, scientific literature, publications (such as journal    
articles, proceedings of conferences and display information from technical       
exhibitions). The current seminar is aimed to highlight essential aspects of prior 
art search like importance, objective, types, prerequisites and resources for         
establishment of patentability of the invention. 
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